
 

Unique, Community-Centered, World-Class Training & Performance Experiences 

Visit us online! balletfantastique.org 

BALLET 
60 E. 10th Ave. 

Eugene, OR 97401 

541-342-4611 

info@balletfantastique.org 

It’s not too late to make a huge difference with your tax-deductible year-end 
donation.  With your help now, we’ll award scholarships to dancers in need, work to 
bring the arts back to local schools, and keep dance vibrantly alive in our city in the 
year to come.  Thank you so much for your support. 

Now it’s your turn to become a Ballet Fantastique star! 

Mail your tax-deductible 
contribution to: 

60 E. 10th Ave.    
Eugene, OR 97401 

Or donate online through Network for Good: 
balletfantastique.org 
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While winter transitioned to 
spring, we were busy bringing 
our interactive, one-of-a-kind 
Experience Dance! Project 
to kids at six local schools, 
thanks to support from Lane 
Arts Council and the Haug-
land Foundation.  With 
continued cuts in arts funding 
for local schools, principals 
and teachers were as excited 
as their students to get an up-
close, hands-on arts experi-
ence with Ballet Fan-
tastique’s Chamber Bal-
let Company. 
 

With spring came expanded 
horizons for Ballet Fan-
tastique’s one-of-a-kind 
Professional Dancer De-
velopment Program, 
which gives performance 
and choreographic oppor-

We can’t help but be proud 
when we look back at every-
thing we’ve accomplished this 
year with the dedication of our 
Ballet Fantastique board, staff, 
dancers, families, and contribu-
tors.  With your continued 
support, we’ll be taking the city 
by storm in 2007 with innova-
tive new initiatives to expand 
awareness of—and accessibility 

to—professional, high-caliber 
training and performance in 
classical dance.  The new year 
will include expanded scholar-
ship programs, arts residencies 
in local schools, and a whole 
roster of unique and intimate 
concerts that will invite you to 
experience dance in a new way.  
Read on for what’s to come! 

Donna & Hannah Bontrager, co-directors 
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B O A R D  O F      
D I R E C T O R S  

Donna Marisa Bontrager, 
Hannah Bontrager, Anne 
Bogart, Deborah Byrd, 
Donna Snyder, Bart Snyder, 
Margie Van Dorn. 
 
The Ballet Fantastique Board 
is now expanding!  Are you 
interested in becoming in-
volved?  Please contact us at 
541-34204611 or by email 
at info@balletfantastique.org 
to tell us more about yourself. 

T 

Ballet Fantastique dancer-director Hannah Bontrager with Twinkling Star Camille at Cake-walk Ballet’s educational post-performance Masquerade Party, November 2006.  Part of the 2005-2006 Experience  Dance! Project. 

News and  

Highlights 

2006-2007 

        s   a new year opens, 
we invite you to look back 
with us on a fantastique-ly 
exciting season past for 
young artists and young audi-
ences in our city.  Ballet Fan-
tastique continues to feel so 
privileged to have you as 
partners on this journey of 
growth. 
 

In January, Ballet Fantastique 
celebrated the Russian danc-
ers in our classical tradition 
as invited solo performers in 
the first-ever Slavic Festival 
at the Lane County Fair-
grounds.  The new Ballet 
Fantastique Rising Star 
Scholarship Fund got a 
leaping start, awarding several 
thousand dollars in scholar-
ship assistance for the year to 
hardworking, talented, and in-
need local dancers. 

M I S S I O N  

Ballet Fantastique keeps 
classical ballet vibrantly 
alive in our city through 
unique, community-
centered, world-class 
training and performance 
opportunities for young 
artists, audiences, and 
professionals. 
 
A non-profit organization 
committed to cultural 
diversity, Ballet Fan-
tastique does not dis-
criminate on the basis of 
race, color, or national/
ethnic origin.  
Donna Marisa Bontrager, Hannah Bontrager-Gwartney, Donna Snyder, Bart Snyder, Margie Van Dorn, Anne Bogart, Deborah Byrd 

The young dancers of the Ballet 
Fantastique Chamber Ballet 
Company applaud your contin-
ued support! 

In the Wings for the New Year 
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“Ballet Fantastique is pushing the artistic envelope to engage more of the community in local dance initiatives.”   

-Eugene Weekly 

Ballet Fantastique 
worked with aspiring 
choreographer Julia 
Hakes to produce 
“Goldilocks” for her 
senior arts project. 

Camps and Workshops—
and guest students from all over 
Oregon.  Our Fairytale Dance 
Camps gave kids ownership of 
famous ballet stories through 
specially-crafted activities, exer-
cises, and a performance at the 
end of the week for friends and 
family.  Our Coaching Intensive 
gave aspiring dancers the op-
portunity to bolster their artis-
tic competency through semi-
nars in Nutrition, Kinesiology, 
Solo Performance, 
and Dance Compo-
sition—all in our 
trademark class 
sizes limited to five 
students or less. 
 

In September, we 
partnered with 
Downtown 
Events Manage-
ment to bring ballet 
back to the Eugene Celebra-
tion. The beautiful downtown 
Ballet Fantastique studio was 
packed with kids and their par-
ents in attendance for a free 
educational performance. 
 

September also ushered in the 
first-ever Ballet Fantastique 
benefit gala, An Evening in 
Tuscany, to raise funds for 
Ballet Fantastique’s critically-
lauded Experience Dance! 
Project.  Partners Café 
Soriah and Territorial Win-
ery—and numerous local busi-
nesses and volunteers—stepped 
up to the plate to make the 
event magnificently successful.  
Hannah raised awareness about 
Ballet Fantastique, the event, 

and the Pro-
ject, in a fea-
tured interview on KLCC’s 
Northwest Passage. 
 

October and the Pacific Clas-
sical Ballet Foundation 
brought internationally-
recognized master teacher 
Oleg Briansky to Eugene.  
Mssr. Briansky was so im-
pressed with Ballet Fantastique 
dancers that he invited them to 

join the dance men-
tor staff for his re-
nowned New York 
summer intensive. 
 

November invited 
an Arts Line inter-
view spotlight on 
Ballet Fantastique’s 
Cakewalk Ballet: 
A Fall Fairytale 
Masquerade.  

Thanks to expanded Lane 
Arts Council grant funding, 
the performance featured free 
children’s admission—and a full 
house of mesmerized kids, 
many of whom saw their first 
dance performance that night.  
Ballet Fantastique student and 
apprentice Julia Hakes pre-
sented “Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears” in fulfillment of 
her South Eugene High 
School senior arts project 
requirements. 
 

In December, Ballet Fantastique 
was the only area dance com-
pany invited to present a free 
community concert for the 
UO’s Jordan Schnitzer Mu-
seum of Art Family Day. 

tunities to young pro-
fessional artists as in-
centives to keeping 
them active partici-
pants in the North-
west arts scene.  Han-
nah, Ashley, Allison, 
and Kat took their 
Register-Guard-
recognized choreogra-
phy set to Pink Mar-
tini’s “La Soledad” to 
the University of 
Oregon’s Spring 
Loft Concert.  And 
Ballet Fantastique re-

ceived word of its official non-
profit status, making us a leader 
in the new wave of local non-
profit dance groups. 
 

In June, Ballet Fantastique was 
honored to be featured as an-
up-and-coming dance organiza-
tion to watch in the Eugene 
Weekly. We also awarded 
free ticket vouchers to five 
hundred students at Experience 
Dance! Project schools for our 

spring production, 
Fairytale Favorites.  
And part of another of 
our visions, to bring 
dance to new local 
venues, Ballet Fan-
tastique’s Fairytale 
Favorites was the first 
dance concert to be 
presented at the 
Shedd Institute for 
the Arts. 
 

Summer brought Bal-
let Fantastique’s an-
nual Summer 
Dreamworks 

P I R O U - W H A T ?  B A C K S T A G E  A T  B A L L E T  F A N T A S T I Q U E  

A young attendee 
sparkles at 
“Cakewalk Ballet.” 

“Ballet  
Fantastique is 

pushing the ar-
tistic envelope 
to engage more 
of the commu-

nity in local 
arts initiatives.” 

-Eugene 
Weekly, 2006 

continued... 
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Mark your calendar for a special Ballet 
Fantastique Valentine’s event on Satur-
day, February 17 at 8 pm.  “Chocolat” 
will feature succulent dessert, cham-
pagne, special performances by Ballet 
Fantastique soloists, and live music in 
the stunning new Opus 6ix downtown 
gallery—all to benefit the Experience 
Dance! Project.  Contributions for 
luxury silent auction baskets are now 
being accepted from fine area retailers.  
To become involved or to learn more, 
please contact 541-342-4611 or email 
info@balletfantastique.org. 

EXPERIENCE DANCE! PROJECT  

“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the story here.” 

expanded... 

With continued support from Lane Arts Council, the second part of the critically-acclaimed 
EXPERIENCE DANCE! Project will unfold this spring as Ballet Fantastique brings tailored 
dance and arts residencies to underprivileged children at two local elementary schools, after 
the highly-successful model created by Ballet Nouveau Colorado. 
 
Stay updated for exciting developments on this important front of Ballet Fantastique’s non-
profit mission to bring high-caliber dance to young people in our community.  
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Ballet Fantastique support from: 
Alice Moffitt DDS & Paul New-
man DDS, Donna Bontrager, 
Hannah Bontrager & Spencer 
Gwartney-Gibbs, Dr. Averno M. 
Rempel & Wendlyn Otto Rempel, 
Donna & Bart Snyder/CCA Train-
ing, Toney Dodson Construction, 
Anne & David Bogart/DW Bogart 
& Associates, Lane Arts Council, 
Lawrence K. Pauls, Stan Gibbs & 
Mary Janss, Lithia Toyota, James 
Speer/Graphics Northwest, Bill & 
Margie Van Dorn/Solid Ground 
Foundations, Alex Dubedat/
Timeless Photography Studio, 
Megan Andrews, Wagon of Won-
ders, Lee D. Kirsten LLP, Mike 
Stewart CPA, Linda & Russ 
Royer, James Glader Photogra-
phy, LDN Comfort LLC, Dr. 
Patricia A. Gwartney, Anthony & 
Julie Testi, Sandra M. Weingarten, 
Larry & Debora Byrd, ASUO 
Women’s Center, Ian Coronado, 
Escrip, Albertson’s Community 
Partners 
 
Contributors to “An Evening in 
Tuscany”: 
Café Soriah, Territorial Winery, 
Jared Woden Photography, Thom 
Ables, Beppe & Gianni’s, 
Cookielee Jewelry, Gymboree, 
Science Factory, Lakeshore 
Lodge, Tenmile Marina, Whole 
Life Massage Center, Mary Kay, 
Home Interiors, Sensaria Body 
Care, Ross Family, Connie Bur-
den & Warren Miller, Nancy & 
Mike Rose, Steve Mustoe, Vicki 
Morgan & Mike Duran, Susan Ban, 
Diane & Drew Webster, Stepha-
nie Rodenburg, Harrang Family 

New company 
soloist Melanie 
Iverson-
Kaufman per-
forms original 
choreography. 


