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The BFan difference ex-
tends to our broad outreach 
programs, which from our 
910 square-foot studio, 
bring the power of dance to 
thousands of young people 
in classrooms and counties 
across the Northwest.

More that sets us apart: 
Our passionate, talented 
dancers and teachers 
are not only exceptional 
artists—they’re also amaz-
ing people who are deeply 
invested in our mission.  
They work long days, stay 
after performances to talk 
to audience members, and 

throw themselves whole-
heartedly into every class 
or concert, large or small.  
That’s because at BFan, we 
believe that ballet can and 
should touch the hearts and 
souls of everyone.  With your 
help, we perform in a variety 
of local venues, keep ticket 
prices low, and provided 
hundreds of free concert 
tickets and scholarship 
dollars last year.  Together, 
we’re making a BIG “BFan” 
difference in the lives of 
young people.  On behalf 
of all of them, and from all 
of us, thank you!  From the 
bottom of our hearts.

Ashley and Alonzo, Hult Center (Woden Photography)

Spotlights: News/Highlights 2008
From the Ballet Fantastique Board of Directors

Dear friends,
We’re Ballet Fantastique, 
and we’re not like most 
ballet companies.

The difference starts 
with our academy, where 
uniquely small classes fuse 
with a world-renowned 
training method and attract 
international interest.  It 
continues with our small 
five-member professional 
chamber company and 
their knock-your-socks-off 
“big-city style” in new cho-
reography from Swan Lake 
to Breakfast at Tiffany’s 
(Register-Guard, 2008). 
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PERFORMANCES & COLLABORATIONS:  
BFan wowed audiences as part of the Slavic Festival’s Star-
Filled Russian Nights concert, opening the show of interna-
tional musicians and dancers. • In March, BFan performed 
commissioned choreography for a near-sold out audience in 
collaboration with the Oregon Mozart Players in the world pre-
miere of “Four Novelettes” at the Wildish Community Theater! • 
In April, BFan brought ballet to Eugene Symphony’s Discovering 

Daphnis Festival.  Our educational presentation was moderated by KWAX radio’s Caitriona Bolster. 
• BFan also presented brand-new choreography for Carnival of the Animals on the Silva Concert 
Hall stage with the Eugene Symphony.  The dancers performed for over 6,000 Lane County students.   

IN OUR COMMUNITY: Hannah presented her research on BFan’s integrated arts education 
at presentations for the Rotary Club and the American Association of University Women. •  BFan 
also spent four weeks bringing dance into local low-income schools through BFan’s Art Together 
Collaborative, supported by Lane Arts Council. • Thanks to Pacific Northwest Publishing, close to a 
hundred kids from these BFan residencies were given free tickets to experience professional dance 
in-theater for the first time. • As part of our community preview demonstration series, BFan danc-
ers performed for the McKenzie-Willamette Community Health Foundation’s Festival of Trees.

ACROSS THE NORTHWEST: BFan presented Tour de Suites at the Hult.  The 
Register-Guard, Oregon Daily Emerald, and Eugene Weekly raved that “Ballet Fantastique 
lives up to its name!” • BFan’s chamber company and Artistic Director Donna Marisa 
were invited on a first-ever tour to Ashland, OR as part of Ballet Rogue’s legendary Ballet 
in the Park series in Lithia Park.  Donna and the dancers also conducted master classes 
for young dancers in the area. • Meanwhile, BFan’s Summer Dreamworks workshops 
gave young Northwest dancers stellar coaching.

APPLAUSE: Photos of Ballet Fantastique dancers by award-winning photographer 
Jerry Gowins were featured in the “Capturing Lane County” collection. • BFan was awarded 
a Best of Eugene award in Dance Instruction by the US Local Business Association! and a 
prestigious Arts Recognition Grant from the Oregon Arts Commission/National Endow-
ment for the Arts,  underscoring our financial stability and in support of our cutting-edge 
new Project DanceREACH, which will train our company dancers as not only professional 
performers, but also as youth arts educators. We’re so excited!

We wonder every year how Ballet Fantastique ac-
complishes as much as we do with a staff of two teacher-directors, a 
handful of fabulous volunteer interns, and five company dancers. Then 
we remember: we do it with the help from our friends and supporters 
like you.  To our parents and families, we appreciate you! We consider 
your kids to be very special people in our lives, and we love learning and 
growing with them. And to our generous sponsors: As 2008 come to a 
close and you consider what causes you’d like to support, we hope you’ll 
keep in mind that a tax-deductible donation to Ballet Fantastique is like 
making a donation to the future of the arts. We are very much looking 
forward to celebrating this new year of growth. You are what we’re most 
thankful for this holiday season. We can’t do it without you!

Ballet Fantastique may have begun as a small family business, but thanks to you, we’re quickly growing into an organi-
zation a whole community believes in, invests in, and needs. Here’s just a small sample of the whirlwind of accomplish-
ments we achieved together in 2008!
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